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MINUTES

Present: Councillors: I Courts, K Grinsell, K Hawkins, A Mackiewicz, K Meeson, 
T Richards OBE, A Rolf, J Tildesley, G Slater and S Caudwell

Officers: Louise Rees, Director of Children's Services
Ruth Tennant, Director of Public Health
Samantha Gilbert, Assistant Director of Finance & Property Services
Jenny Wood, Director for Adult Care and Support
Deborah Merry, Head of Legal and Democratic Services
Paul Tovey, Principal Engineer Traffic Management
Derek Lawlor, Group Delivery Manager, Growth Programmes

Apologies: Councillors: R Sleigh OBE and J Burn

1. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

2. QUESTIONS AND DEPUTATIONS 

There were no questions or deputations.

3. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 2019, including those in private 
were presented for information only.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 2019 be received for 
information only.

4. HIGH SPEED RAIL 2 SCHEDULE 4 PART 3 APPLICATION - A452/A446 
PROPOSED HIGHWAY REALIGNMENT 

The Cabinet was invited to consider applications by HS2 Limited to modify the 
Strategic and Local Road Network to allow construction of the new high speed 
railway line and facilitate access to the new station and to agree a scheme of 
officer delegation.

Members were advised that the HS2 application had evolved from that 
contained within the Act, and now included improvements that would help the 
Council, as the local traffic authority, to better manage traffic and minimise 
congestion on the highway network in the future. The proposal contained within 
the report was broadly in line with that assessed during the Act making process 
and therefore, it was advised that the Council had no grounds on which to 
refuse the application with regard to additional injury to local amenity.
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It was also pointed out that the proposal contained extensive landscaping and 
environmental mitigation works that would reduce the visual impact of the 
railway line and help restore some of the damage caused to the local 
environment during the construction phase.

The traffic modelling work associated with the application which was being 
finalised with HS2 was likely to demonstrate that the revised junctions provide 
additional capacity from that shown in the Act’s original highway scheme and 
also provided additional traffic management systems to help respond to 
variable traffic demand expected in the area.

The 3 main changes to the works detailed in the original Act were highlighted in 
the report.

The Cabinet was advised that since the agenda had been published HS2 had 
withdrawn the application for area A and submitted a slightly revised version on 
2nd August. The new submission was substantially the same as the previous 
one therefore the advice contained in the report relating to Area A remained 
valid.

The application for Area B, which had originally been submitted to Highways 
England, had also been withdrawn and subsequently submitted to the Council 
on 2nd August for determination. Members were advised that the key elements 
of Area B were the new roundabout over the new HS2 railway and links to the 
new Station and A446.

RESOLVED:
(i) That approval in principle be given to the High Speed Rail (London – 

West Midlands) Act 2017 (“the Act”) Schedule 4 Part 3 application 
proposing the re-alignment of parts of the A452 Chester Road, A446 
Stonebridge Road and B4438 Bickenhill Parkway in Area A as shown 
in Appendix 2b, subject to HS2 Limited agreeing to:

1. Complete any outstanding safety certification of the 
proposals in accordance of the requirements of the 
Department for Transport’s Design Manual for Roads & 
Bridges to the satisfaction of the Council in relation to Area 
A.

2. Produce a construction phasing and traffic management 
plan approved by the Council for Area A prior to 
commencement on site to minimise the impact of the works 
on the Airport, National Exhibition Centre and other local 
businesses.

3. Continue to work with the Council to agree and complete the 
detailed design process, in areas such as the design of the 
traffic signal installations; traffic modelling, street lighting and 
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provisions for non-motorised road users at the appropriate 
stage in the construction process for Area A.

(ii) That it be agreed that if HS2 do not provide the required information or 
complete the agreements to the satisfaction of the Council then the 
application be rejected;

(iii) That it be agreed to delegate the final decision to the Director of 
Managed Growth and Communities in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Growth and Infrastructure Delivery; and

(iv) That it be agreed to delegate the final decision for Area B to the Director 
of Managed Growth and Communities in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Growth and Infrastructure Delivery and Highways 
England to:-

1. Agree a joint approval of the application and to complete the 
detailed design process, in areas such as the design of the 
traffic signal installations; traffic modelling, street lighting 
and provisions for non-motorised road users at the 
appropriate stage in the construction process for Area B;

2. Ensure that HS2 arrange for Highways England to submit 
an application to the Secretary of State for Transport to 
modify the Strategic (Trunk) Road network to include those 
roads in Area B.

5. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED:
That, pursuant to Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
press and public be now excluded from the meeting for the remainder of the 
business to be transacted, on the grounds that there would be disclosure to 
them of exempt information in terms of paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A 
to the said Act.

6. MINUTES

The meeting closed at 6.30 pm


